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Wythe, chairman of the committee of the whole, James Madison
Henry ("Light Horse Harry") Lee, and John Marshall. Probably
no one of them was so influential as Washington, who did not
attend the convention but who was known by the delegates to be
powerfully in favor of the constitution and the ratification of it
by Virginia.
Of all the state conventions Virginia's was the most dramatic
and most fully reported, the roost philosophical and wide-reach-
ing in its debates. Its delegates ranged from the planter-statesmen
of the Northern Neck to the frontiersmen who had come from
Kentucky, armed with pistol and hanger against prowling Indi-
ans. Without much doubt the majority was at the outset, if only
from inertia, opposed to ratification. Skillful management by the
Antifed'2ralists, aided by Henry's enormous eloquence, might
have given them victory. They were less skillful than the Federal-
ists, who had made concerted plans in advance and kept to them
throughout the session.
As soon as the convention, meeting in the New Academy on
Shockoe Hill, had on its third day agreed to a set of rules and
resolved itself into a committee of the whole, Mason warned
the delegates that "the curse denounced by the divine vengeance
will be small, compared with what will justly fall upon us, if
from any sinister views we obstruct the fullest inquiry"; and he
urged that the whole Constitution be taken up, clause by clause,
before any question should be put Madison at once concurred.
This was precisely what the Federalists had hoped for, but had
not expected. It would be easier for the Antifederalists to win
votes by attacking the proposed new government at large than
by Bnding fault with parts of it which the Federalists could
justify with expert reasons. Patrick Henry asked that the instruc-
tions given by the Virginia legislature to the Virginia delegates
to the Federal Convention be read. President Pendleton said it
was not for this house to consider whether the Convention dele-
gates had exceeded their instructions. The Convention had re-
ported the Constitution to Congress, Congress had transmitted it
to the Virginia legislature, the Virginia legislature had called the
state convention; and "the people have sent us hither to determine
whether this government be a proper one or not." Henry with-
drew his motion. The clerk began the reading of the Consti-
tution, and read the Preamble and the first two sections of

